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Aim: “How can we make our writing stronger and more polished?”

Objective: Given copies of a sample rough draft, students will learn to recognize and correct three common writing mistakes:

· Redundant words or phrases

· Unnecessary words, especially adverbs

· Passive, ineffective verbs

Do Now: Read the sample paragraph. When you’ve finished, put your paper face-down on your desk.

Standards:
E4b – Analyze and subsequently revise work to improve its clarity and effectiveness.

Activities:

1. This week we’re going to continue work on our reflective essays, which are coming along quite nicely. All of you now have complete essays to work with; all the parts of your stories are down on paper. Therefore, it’s time to narrow our focus a bit and examine the language we’re using. What each one of us wants to do is create an essay that gets part of its power from events or your thoughts about events, and part of its power from the language you choose to convey them. What we’re aiming for here is clean, clear, direct language in whatever voice is appropriate to the narrator (you).

2. Today we’re going to look at three common mistakes that ALL writers make early in the writing process. First we’re going to learn to identify them, then we’re going to learn to correct them.

3. Ask a student: what does the writing sample appear to be? Does it strike you as a rough draft, an early revision, or a finished piece ready to be published? Why?

4. Draw attention to the very first sentence, which contains our first common writing mistake: redundant words or phrases.

5. Obvious redundancy – same word used twice in a sentence, or starting two sentences in a row. GO THROUGH WITH STUDENTS AND MARK REDUNDANCIES THROUGHOUT THE PARAGRAPH. Use proofreading symbols on the board. Have students do this on their own papers.

6. Second common mistake: unnecessary words, especially adverbs. Review: what is an adverb? Have students UNDERLINE adverbs in the first two sentences. Are they necessary? (This may be a matter of opinion or personal preferences.) “When in doubt, take it out.” DOES THE SENTENCE READ BETTER WITH OR WITHOUT IT? Have students read last sentence for unnecessary words. Did they find any?

7. Third common mistake: passive, ineffective verbs. Have students circle every verb in the paragraph and then examine it to see if it could be made more specific or more visual. HAVE STUDENTS REPLACE THESE VERBS.

8. Have one student read the original paragraph. Now have a student read the corrected paragraph (have sample corrected paragraph available). Which is clearer? More powerful?

9. If time, have students repeat the entire exercise on a second sample paragraph (have handout ready).

Homework: Using the techniques described above, revise your own reflective essay.
