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Lesson Plan (Scaffolding) – Personification (7th Grade English)

Portion of Lesson
Question or Activity
Time 
Materials

Objective


SWBAT identify personification in fables and use this knowledge to create a first-person account of a fable from a personified animal’s perspective.



    Aim
What is personification and how is it utilized in fables?



    Standard
E5a. Respond to fiction using interpretive critical processes.



Methodology




Lesson Opening




        Motivation
Tell students that most of their favorite movies and television programs use personification.
2 minutes


        Do Now
You have 5 minutes to answer the following questions: 

1) What is the root word in personification, today’s literary term? 

2) What do you think the word personification 

      means?
5 minutes
· Notebook

· Pen/pencil

Heart of the Lesson
Ask for student answers and give correct answer.
1) The root word in

      personification is person     

     (human).

2) Personification is the use of 

      human traits to represent 

     animals, objects, events,     

     and ideas.  It is mostly used 

     on animals.

1) Ask what are some traits that are unique to humans? 

2) Ask when they see animals with human traits.

3) Ask students to remind me about what they learned in a previous lesson about first-person point of view (POV) narration.

Students give answers.  

Possible answers:  

1) speaking, emotions, working, wearing clothes

2) movies, stories, cartoons, other television shows (have students name some cartoons)

3) The narrator uses I, me, my, and we (first-person pronouns) to tell a story.

In fables, animals speak and have emotions. The purpose of fables is to teach morals or lessons.
10 minutes


        Students 

        Practice    

        with Material
Read “The Fox and the Grapes” from Aesop’s Fables.

Ask students to tell what POV the narrator uses (Answer: third person).   Ask students to identify instances of personification in the story.  I’ll put their answers on the board. 

Get answers about how the Fox feels and how this is a human trait

Students work in pairs (recorder and reporter) to tell the same story from the Fox’s point of view in five sentences. 
13 minutes


· “The Fox and the Grapes” 

One hot summer's day a Fox was strolling through an orchard till he came to a bunch of Grapes just ripening on a vine which had been trained over a lofty branch. "Just the thing to quench my thirst," quoth he. Drawing back a few paces, he took a run and a jump, and just missed the bunch. Turning round again with a One, Two, Three, he jumped up, but with no greater success. Again and again he tried after the tempting morsel, but at last had to give it up, and walked away with his nose in the air, saying: "I am sure they are sour." 
<http://www.pacificnet.net/~johnr/cgi/aesop1.cgi?sel&TheFoxandtheGrapes2>

Assessment




Lesson Closing
Choose as many pairs as possible to share their version of the story with the class.

Read the aim and ask students to answer it in their notes.
10 minutes


Homework    
Explain assignment.

Read “The Four Oxen and the Lion”.  Personify the lion or one of the four oxen by telling the story in 8 sentences from the POV of the animal you choose.  Don’t forget to include how the animal feels.
5 minutes
· Print copies of the story from the link below:

http://www.pacificnet.net/~johnr/cgi/aesop1.cgi?sel&TheFourOxenandtheLion

