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Define and Describe 

The teaching strategy I will introduce is Reciprocal Questioning.  The method of Reciprocal Questioning as a strategy teaches students how to analyze their comprehension when reading (Martin & Blanc, 1984).  Reciprocal Questioning is when a teacher guides group questioning throughout the lesson (King, 1990).  The approach of reciprocal-peer questioning can be related to any subject being learned and can be used with students from the fourth grade up to the college level (King, 1990).  Thus, the strategy of Reciprocal Questioning allows students to observe the question patterns of their teacher, which directs students to recognize what is important information as opposed to disposable information (Helfeldt & Henk, 1990).  Reciprocal Questioning can also be combined with other teaching strategies for example with Question-Answer Relationship (Helfeldt & Henk).  Therefore, this strategy is easily combined with other teaching strategies to compliment one another.  Also, Reciprocal Questioning is a technique that allows students to monitor their learning.  Once the strategy is taught and implemented by an educator in a couple of sessions then the student gains the experience to internalize Reciprocal Questioning.  In turn the student can then monitor their learning by presenting questions to one another to exemplify their knowledge in a subject area.


Reciprocal Questioning is based on a verbal exchange, which begins with a teacher guiding the activity of questioning back and forth so that the student and the teacher answer the same questions in their own words (Muskingum, 1998).  The process within itself is made up of four sections to complete the strategy.  The four parts are 1) summarization of information 2) clarification of information 3) generation of questions based on the information 4) the actual process of Reciprocal Questioning with interaction between the students and teacher (Muskingum, 1998).  A very important part of Reciprocal Questioning is the depth in, which it is covered and implemented by the instructor.  Once the students are comfortable with the method and it is frequently used it will become a strategy, which students can use on their own.  Thus, for students Reciprocal Questioning will become a usable method amongst each other.  Another important point is that this strategy brings forth critical thinking within a students mind, which allows them to monitor what they know.  Therefore, it can be used for test preparation and even when writing or finding important information for a research paper. 


Alison King developed the strategy of reciprocal-peer questioning.  As an educator she began her research by analyzing students in their process of note taking during lectures.  She wanted to set an example, which would give students more awareness to begin thinking critically about what is being taught during lessons and when completing assignments.  Thus, if a teacher uses this strategy within their lesson plan by giving students generic questions to introduce this strategy, student will then begin to create their own questions by analyzing the material (King, 1990).  To be successful this method must be introduced and explained to students with a gradual increase in level of questions.  When students become comfortable and able to use this strategy on their own the question will be based on the main ideas and critical thinking information.  Any information that may be put in as a distraction will be more easily found and discarded by becoming familiar with Reciprocal Questioning.


As a strategy reciprocal peer questioning is more of a metacognitive approach because it creates thoughts, which help to plan and monitor what is being learned by the student (King, 1990).  The process of question formation begins with evaluating when reading or listening to information.  Hence, when a student begins to monitor questions being posed or when creating more questions they are using their metacognitive skills to learn this process.  Once student’s posses the analytical thinking to create questions on their own they will be more successful when learning or hearing new information whether it is related to school or general life issues.  


The gradual steps in the learning process have to be established to successfully implement Reciprocal Questioning in the classroom.  Primarily there has to be a cognitive process, which involves students questioning, critical thinking and the formulation of opinion and knowledge of what is being taught.  The process of Reciprocal Questioning should begin with a series of self-questions when new information is being presented (Helfeldt & Henk).  Through this the teacher can monitor what questions have arisen, which will then allow feedback for students to specify what is important textual information.  The article written by Helfeldt and Henk talks about the combination of two teaching strategies which are Reciprocal Questioning and Question-Answer Relationships as an approach to help at-risk readers.  The term at-risk readers are meant to describe individuals who need help when focusing on main ideas and important details in a reading passage.  Reciprocal Questioning helps the Question Answer Relationship technique to develop a basic pattern to select what is important information when reading.  


An example of an actual approach to introduce the method of Reciprocal Questioning by Helfeldt & Henk is as follows.  Primarily the teacher and students read the first line of any text they are studying together.  Then the teacher stops and asks and waits for any questions the students may have.  The teacher then answers the question also giving insight on why he/she approached the question with that answer, describing the process used mentally to arrive at the answer.  Also, the teacher should explain whether they knew the answer based on prior knowledge or because they had knowledge of the reading through their educational career.  Then the teacher turns the attention back to the students and asks another question about the same sentence.  Another students answers and then poses another question to the instructor.  This method is how reciprocal questioning is performed, it is a interaction that goes back and forth from teacher to student until the teacher feels the learning process and understanding of the information has entered the students mind through understanding rather then memorization.


Essentially, Reciprocal Questioning derives from a self-questioning process.  However, because many students have not reached a level in comprehension where they can understand more then basic summarization or answer questions that are directly posed by the teacher, consequently this is when Reciprocal Questioning comes to use (King, 1989).  Thus, Reciprocal Questioning taught by a teacher demonstrates to the student how to begin a self-questioning process within them.  Reciprocal Questioning is very useful because it allows students to see different aspects of the same topic whether brought forth by the teacher or a fellow classmate.  Therefore, reciprocal questioning is a verbal form of self-questioning.  An interactive approach, which exemplifies to students that everyone, has questions. 

Explanation


Research about Reciprocal Questioning developed from the strategy of questioning and the method of self-questioning, which people use to analyze information and to improve study techniques.  Although, the method of Reciprocal Questioning has not been explored by a large populous of authors, the approach itself has become more apparent due to the improvement of education curriculums for educators such as in this class.  Many problems exist within the educational system because of the lack of effective teaching strategies taught previously when receiving the requirements to become a teacher.  Through this we still are able to witness a large population of students failing their classes due to teachers ineffective techniques when teaching.   When implementing the strategy of Reciprocal Questioning we can observe the growth in a student’s cognition.  Also, it provides student’s with tools, which guide them to understand and monitor what they are learning.  Hence, Reciprocal Questioning creates more metacognition within the learning environments among other strategies.  Thus, they help to establish a comfortable and united learning environment, which gives student’s more confidence to grow and pursue their education.  Therefore, Reciprocal Questioning is a technique, which through my research and experience by using the strategy illustrates quality and ease throughout its application.


The more we begin to enhance student’s learning in a peer setting through classroom interaction the more successful the learning process in general will become.  Once again the approach of reciprocal-peer questioning requires that in the beginning when we are becoming familiar with the approach teachers should present a generic listing of usable questions.  For example, “What is the main idea of ___? How does ___ differ from___?” (King, 1991).  If we begin by helping student’s to form opinions and key phrases and main ideas they will gradually become more prepared to have a higher level of education.  Many problems in today’s educational forum are that most students are not being taught through interactive learning methods. Most classrooms are teacher centered based, which only allows students to contain information in their short-term memory.  Therefore, the students are memorizing information to pass a test or section being learned.  Thus, most information will be forgotten because it is not being learned through critical thought and analyzing.  In turn minimal transfer if any at all has occurred in the minds of these student’s.  Nevertheless, reciprocal peer-questioning guides student’s to be active learners.  It unites students in the learning process, which is more useful in general then if a teacher dictates what needs to be done.


Anthony Manzo introduced the theory of Reciprocal Questioning as early as 1969.  Through an article, which he wrote in 1985 he updates the ReQuest (Reciprocal Questioning) teaching strategy to focus more direct attention on increasing students metacogition.  Manzo recommends that teachers implement this strategy and add a question to stimulate critical thought.  That is “Did we raise (evolve) the best question or purpose for which to read this selection?”  By reevaluating ones presentation of questions they will add to the original planned ReQuest outline. By reorganizing the new method of reciprocal questioning into your lesson plan, the constant verbal interaction will place more emphasis on vocabulary and the formulation of thought.   

One theoretical perspective places Reciprocal Questioning as an approach with the social construction of knowledge (King, 1991).  As explained by King (1991) student’s and most people in general learn and understand by forming new knowledge or by changing prior knowledge to a new evolved belief.  Also, through peer interaction individuals internalize different perspectives of the same information, which broadens the mind and gives more aspects to range possible knowledge.  Through Reciprocal Questioning there should be a constant interchange of dialog of question asking and answering between students and the teacher.  This in turn will allow different perspectives of the same subject to be shown allowing student’s to observe and have a better understanding of material.  Through this strategy we are able to view a large advantage to cognition because of the many perspectives attributed to peer interaction (1991).  Although some people may enter a topic with information that is incorrect or less accurate through the strategy of Reciprocal Questioning people gain knowledge through questioning with their peers or the instructor.  Therefore, theoretically this approach will have more cognitive benefits because it provides different ideas including ones that may be totally opposite of an original belief.


Because this strategy requires different opinions and many perspectives it is bound to form some socio-cognitive conflict (King, 1991).  For example, when using Reciprocal Questioning we are required to ask and answer critical thinking questions.  Through engaging ourselves to discuss the answers many may begin to debate about a certain answer however, though this the student will realize another persons point of view, which may also be correct or have more basis then their own answer.  Therefore, through reciprocal questioning these conflicts or differences in opinion help fill discrepancies or blank spaces in a subject (King, 1991).  Most of all, it is a representation of how social interactions create new knowledge.


Many, teacher’s must begin their training to use the method of Reciprocal Questioning by understanding that there are differences in questions and how much is being asked when posing one question as opposed to another.  Primarily, we have recall questions with this the individual only has to remember certain facts about a certain topic, which is mostly memorized.  On the other hand we have critical thinking questions. These questions require one to gather many facts and more information should be known about a subject (King, 1991).  Therefore, when comprising all the information together one must analyze and transfer ideas to one another to find the correct answer.  This is an example of the gradual increase in levels of questions, which I mentioned earlier.


Teachers should be very optimistic when teaching the Reciprocal Questioning strategy.  Primarily, it is a reflection of ones own teaching capabilities.  Creativity and flexibility is a crucial quality needed of the teacher when the strategy has to be introduced, explained and implemented.  The organization of how a teacher will present a subject in conjunction with this strategy affects the progress of the students.  Also, the attitude and confidence a teacher alludes to the students in their capabilities shapes the success of Reciprocal Questioning in the classroom.  Therefore, if a teacher has the ability to successfully teach this strategy and have different variations to reach different students Reciprocal Questioning will be a highly useful method in this classroom.


Teachers should expect a higher understanding of the material being covered in class when using Reciprocal Questioning.  As stated theoretically this approach is brought with the social construction of knowledge.  Therefore, based on the fact that classrooms usually contain twenty to forty students we are inevitably approaching a social setting.  In social settings individuals influence each other’s knowledge hence, if a teacher takes advantage of this he/she will be successful with the method of Reciprocal Questioning.  Also, with this the understanding of new material or knowledge being taught for example in history lesson will be presented and internalized by the student.


Nevertheless, through active use of this strategy in a classroom students will evolve on the methods they are familiar with to grasp new ideas.  The process of self-questioning will guide them through their daily activities and also through their educational career.  Reciprocal Questioning enhances peer interaction giving students the confidence to confront different obstacles that they may encounter throughout their education or in general life.   

Opinion


From my perspective Reciprocal Questioning is a strategy, which helps students to understand material that may not be primarily understood by them.  Many times material is presented by teachers in different classrooms without any explanation of the strategies that are being implemented.  Without this students many times find it difficult to internalize or have cognition about the subject.  Although Reciprocal Questioning is not the only strategy, it is one that creates critical thought and also allows students to make their own decision about what is important information and what needs to be reinforced.  Mainly I feel that the area in education that needs to be changed the most is the introduction and explanation of the approaches being used in the classroom.  Open communication about the strategy should be given for example what is required and how it works and when to use it.  This will then allow students to understand the subject material instead of memorizing information.  


A disadvantage I see that could arise with Reciprocal Questioning is when the teacher, gives a listing of generic questions for this method of learning.  The fact is that some students may actually use these questions as a model without actively thinking of questions that they have on their own.  Some students may try to take the easy approach and avoid thinking of questions however, misleading the teacher into thinking that they are using the strategy.  In turn they really have just memorized the generic questions and have learned to manipulate them to present themselves as though they the strategy.  


Nevertheless, Reciprocal Questioning is a great metacognitive approach to give students an understanding on how to prepare themselves for cognitive learning.  I would definitely implement this approach in my own classroom when I become a teacher because I am interested in having students who are aware of what their learning.  Being prepared to teach students a subject should be a process that allows the student to be more active then the teacher.  Student centered classrooms give experience to the student to evaluate their progress.  Instead most teachers dictate and decide how much the students understand without creating a comfortable environment.  Learning about student centered learning strategies is the most important aspect of teaching for me because I will be able to change and advance the educational system and the minds of my students.  
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